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Families Under Urban and Social Attack, Inc. Awarded Grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to Advance Public Health Policies

  In Houston, Texas 
Grant Will Support Efforts to Make Texas Smoke-Free and Promote Policies that Reduce Obesity Statewide
Houston, TX, February 6, 2008 – Families Under Urban and Social Attack, Inc. (FUUSA) announced today that it received a $50,000 grant to increase support for statewide smoke-free legislation and to promote policies that reduce obesity in the state. The initiative is one of 12 projects supported by Tobacco Policy Change: A Collaboration for Healthier Communities and States, a national program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF). 
“As one of the founding members of Houston Communities for Safe Indoor Air (HCSIA), FUUSA will use this funding to help mobilize diverse communities where the disparities in secondhand smoke exposure and obesity are particularly evident,” says Rev. Leslie Smith, CEO and founder of Families Under Urban and Social Attack, Inc.  
“FUUSA is excited about this opportunity to build a wide range of grassroots coalitions to advocate for a statewide smoke-free policy in Texas,” adds HCSIA project coordinator, Altrivice Revis. 
HCSIA, a group of community-based organizations, formed in 2003 to support smoke-free legislation in Houston.  “HCSIA will work closely with FUUSA to support statewide smoke-free legislation and to reduce childhood obesity.  We will use many of the strategies that helped us win smoke-free legislation in Houston,” said Ms. Revis.  
Texas has the highest overall poverty rate in America.  Ethnic minority groups and the poor not only have among the highest rates of smoking-related illnesses, buy many also work at jobs such as food service, that increase their exposure to secondhand smoke.  In 2005, Houston received the distinction of being named the “Fattest City in America.”  Following this announcement, Houston Mayor Bill White formed the Mayor’s Wellness Council in 2006 to institutionalize the wellness movement in Houston. 
“The Tobacco Policy Change program has pioneered effective strategies for improving the public’s health,” said Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, M.D., M.B.A., RWJF president and CEO. “We expect that the work of Families Under Urban and Social Attack, Inc. will help people in Texas live longer and healthier lives.” 
Today’s announcement marks the fourth round, and a total of $12 million of funding for the Foundation’s Tobacco Policy Change initiative. Previous funding supported policy advocacy to reduce tobacco use and exposure in communities, regions and states. This year, RWJF has expanded the scope of the initiative to promote tobacco and other public health policies that help people lead healthier lives. This includes policies that provide access to healthy foods, increase physical activity, reduce the number of uninsured, and address other pressing public health needs in communities.
### 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focuses on the pressing health and health care issues facing our country. As the nation's largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to improving the health and health care of all Americans, the Foundation works with a diverse group of organizations and individuals to identify solutions and achieve comprehensive, meaningful and timely change.  For more than 35 years the Foundation has brought experience, commitment, and a rigorous, balanced approach to the problems that affect the health and health care of those it serves. When it comes to helping Americans lead healthier lives and get the care they need, the Foundation expects to make a difference in your lifetime. For more information, visit www.rwif.org. 
